
EYFS & KS1 Phonics Morning

Friday 25th September 2026



Aim:

• To explain our approach to teaching phonics and 
early reading, enabling you as a parent/carer to 
support your child more easily and more effectively 
at home

• To discuss the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

• To share how Phonics and Guided Reading are taught 
in Year 2



Phonics and Reading

At Hawridge and Cholesbury we aim to develop 
a reading community where children become 
confident and enthusiastic readers. For us to 

achieve this we need to take reading beyond the 
classroom. We want to create a rich reading 

environment where reading is encouraged by 
everyone and everywhere.



Phonics teaching 

• In our school we use the Read Write Inc. 
Phonics programme. This is a national 
programme we find the children enjoy.

• Children learn to read sounds and blend 
them into words. They apply this phonic 
knowledge to read and comprehend 
Storybooks that are carefully matched to the 
sounds they know.

• Children learn to read these books with a 
storyteller’s voice. 



‘Understanding Phonics’ Video



Structure of a Phonics Lesson

Speed Sound lesson 

Reading RWI Storybooks

Writing task linked to the story



A Speed Sound Phonics Lesson

• Phonics lessons are taught using the 
following structure:

- See/hear the new speed sound 

- Recognise the new speed sound and review 
others

- Write the new sound, including the sound in 
words

- Write previous sounds



Speed Sounds



Sound Guide Video



• The children will begin to blend simple words e.g. s-a-t, 
s-i-t, m-a-t using Fred talk

• The children will then blend more complex words e.g. 
b-l-ew, z-oo-m, s-n-ai-l, y-aw-n, b-oo-k

• They will be able to read hundreds of words using the 
following 3 methods;
– Blending them aloud (Fred talk)
– Blending quickly and silently as blending and sounding is 

routine (Fred in your head)
– Automatically reading familiar words (including red words)

Blending
Green Words c-a-t



Blending
Supporting reading c-a-t

• When your child reads the story, ask him or her to sound out the 

words that he or she can’t read automatically. Don’t allow your 

child to struggle too much. Remind them to use Fred talk. Praise 

your child when he or she succeeds.

• Read back each sentence or page to keep the plot moving. (Your 

child’s energy is going into reading the words not the story.)

• Help your child to use the pictures and context to read the word.

• Ask your child questions about the book/story eg.  What do they 
think will happen next?  Can they relate it to their own life?

• Read the story more than once so that children become more 
confident and fluent readers.

Do it all with patience and love! 



Phonics Screening 

• The Year 1 Phonics Screening check was introduced 
2012 as part of a policy to strengthen Phonics teaching 
in Primary Schools and reflect the emphasis of teaching 
it synthetically and systematically.

• The screening takes place in the Summer Term (June) 
for all Year 1 children

• During the check your child will be asked to read a list 
of 40 words to check their grapheme recognition and 
decoding skills. The word are made up of 20 real words 
and 20 alien words that they must read to teacher



What books will children bring 
home?



Three reads

1. Read every word accurately.

2. Read more words ‘at a glance’.

3. Read the whole story accurately, fluently and 
with a storyteller’s voice.



Three reads
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Pin it  on

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on

 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot

 4 Jam

 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff

 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

My dog Ned

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  

Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e   i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Billy t he Kid

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Billy the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  

Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e   i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Scruf fy Ted

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted

 2 Tab the cat

 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box

 5 Tab’s kitten

 6 Sanjay stays in bed

 7 The greedy green gremlin

 8 In the night

 9 Snow

 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  

Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy Ted
Set  3   St or y 1

v e   n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   c k

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:51

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Pla yda y

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

2

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee

 3 A bad fright

 4 Follow me!

 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook?

 7 Come on, Margo!

 8 My sort of horse

 9 Haircuts

 10 My best shirt

 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  

Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St or y 1

a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12

2

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Ba rker

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker

 2 The poor goose

 3 Hairy fairy

 4 King of the birds

 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil

 7 Jade’s party

 8 Jellybean

 9 A box full of light

 10 The hole in the hill

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  

Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 

learning Speed Sounds  

Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St or y 1

a r

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   10:09

2
www.OxfordPrim ary.co.uk Prin ted in  Ch ina by Hing Yip

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In cPhon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur   
Set  7   St or y 12

o u s   c i o u s   t i o u s

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How silly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  

Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23



Phonics Screening 

• Reading non-words (or alien words) can act as 
a  useful tool to check whether children are 
secure in their phonic knowledge and can 
apply it to read any word. They can check to 
see if children are using their decoding skills 
rather than relying on memorising skills. 





Phonics Screening 

• The check will normally be administered by a familiar 
adult in a familiar environment and usually take less 
than 10 minutes. We will try and keep as low key as 
possible, despite being a test. 

• The score that children need to achieve in order to pass 
the screening isn’t announced until after the check has 
been administered. For the past several years though 
the pass score has remained 32/40.

• If you child does not meet the pass mark, they will 
have  the opportunity to retake the screening check in 
Year 2. 





Progression of teaching and learning



Progression of teaching and learning



Progression of teaching and learning



Phonics & Guided Reading in Year 2

We will continue to strengthen the children’s phonics in year 2 
however phonics sessions will be shorter and we will focus on the 

following:

Phonics – all children will have daily speed sound practise where they 
will review all speed sounds. Some children will receive additional 
phonics boosters.

Guided reading & Comprehension – reading a variety of texts and 
answering relevant questions and making inferences and predictions 

SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 

- teaching the children the correct spellings



Raising the profile of reading in 
school

• Reading for pleasure
• Daily story times in school to allow children to hear stories read 

fluently 
• Echo reading
• Shared Reading (in phonics)
• Mystery reader
• Parent read-ins 
• Author visits
• Readers Raffle
• Weekly Library visits changing Library books



How can you help your child at home?

• Listen to your child read more than 6x a week (in 
order for their name to go in the Readers Raffle)

• Regularly read to your child and ask questions 
about the story whilst checking their 
understanding of any unfamiliar words

• Practise segmenting and blending real words and 
alien words

• Read Write Inc resources are available online
• Play phonic games on the following website. Click 

on free resources:
 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html


Reading aloud is 
transformational

• Being read to is the most powerful 
predictor of a child’s future reading 

comprehension.



• At five years old:

• Never read to - 4,622 words

• 1-2 times a week - 63,570 words

• 3-5 times a week - 169,520 words

• Daily - 296,600 words

• Five books a day - 1,483,300 words

• Science Daily (2019) 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/20
19/04/190404074947.htm



• The number and quality of the 
conversations they have with adults 
and peers throughout the day in a 
language-rich environment is crucial.

• The reading framework

• Teaching the foundations of literacy 

• DfE, July 2023



Read Write Inc resources 



phoneme the smallest unit of sound that can be heard in a word

grapheme the recorded letters representing a phoneme, e.g. ai, igh, m

CVC words consonant-vowel-consonant words, e.g. c-a-t, sh-ee-p

blend joining phonemes together to read a word

segment using phonetic knowledge to break down a word to read it

tricky words words that cannot be segmented or blended using only phonics

digraph a phoneme made of two letters e.g. sh, ee, oi.

trigraph a phoneme made of three or more letters e.g. igh, air, eigh.

Summary of Phonics terminology
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